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EDITOR’'S NOTE

Although it is late in the semester, it isn’t too late to prepare this edition of the winter newsletter. You should
be receiving it just as you turn in your final grades for the term. If you are an international colleague, or not

teaching, then hopefully you are preparing for a well-

deserved break from business as usual. In this issue I will

present a summary of the GORABS panel discussion at the Atlanta meetings, and review the IMAGE BAN K
for Teaching World Religions. In addition, am throwing down the gauntiet, if you will, tochallenge our readers
to send me some reviews. Popular and professional books, films useful for the classroom, or other teaching
materials can be reviewed. Don’t forget to send topical essays too (hard copy and wp/disk). '

‘We changed the font again, and the symbol was redrafted

aide in-the SRU Cartography Lab for his fine'work.

If you have any suggestions or comments concerning this layout or presentation style of the newsletter, drop
me a line. Also, since we just finished celebrating Geography Awareness Week in November, I was reminded
of the idea of promoting GORABS in some fashionat the nextone. Brainstorm some ideas. Finaily, do not forget
to send me information on courses related to the geography of religions that you teach (including a copy of your
syllabus). We are still trying to compile alist of places where we can find such courses. Best wishes for the New

Year.
GORABS FEATURE ESSAY

The following is a summary of the GORABS Panel Discussion
at the 1993 AAG Annual Mesting in Atlanta. Itis based on notes
taken by Lee Faro of Portland State University, Leeis GORABS’
student representative. if | have misrepresented anyone’s
comments, be sure to let me know.

Last year, GORABS members gathered to
discuss where we have been and where we might go
in terms of our project. The panel included; Surinder
Bhardwaj, Robert Reed, Richard Jackson, Lee Faro,
Gisbert Rinschede, Robert Stoddard and Carol Prorok.
Other GORABS members and guests joined us fora
stimulating afternoon of discourse.

Bob Reed indicated that he hates to offer
prescriptions for others. Instead, he would look to
students for the measure of our success. When he first

Continued on Page 2

GORABS REVIEW CORNER

C.V. Prorok; Last summer | had the good fortune of being a
participant in the NEH institute, Beyond Texts: Teaching Reli-
gion and Material Culture, held at the University of Hawaii-
Manoa. As an element of the institute experience, we used the
IMAGE BANK for Teaching World Religions. Itis a wonderful
resource. If you are interested in purchasing ail or part of the
IMAGE BANK, it is housed and administered from Harvard’s
Center for the Study of World Religions (42 Francis Avenue,
Cambridge MA 02138).

The Image Bank for Teaching World Reli-
gions is the brainchild of Richard Carp, chair of the
Department of Art at Northern lllinois University. It
evolved out of the “Berkeley-Chicago-Harvard Pro-
gram: Religion in the Liberal Arts--Towards aGlobal
Perspective.” Richard and Jana Carp developed and
compiled over 5,500 slides of religious phenomena

Continued on Page 4
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Feature Essay
Continued from Page 1-

offered the Geography of Religion course at Berke-
ley, only 15 students enrolled. Today the course
typically attracts 125 students per session, and Bob
believes this is where opportunity lies for the sub-
field. He suggests our strength is topics and

men and women, has yet to be pursued with any
significance by geographers of religion.

Bob Stoddard believes we should try to de-
velop themes and principals of religious behavior

themes not treated in other disciplines on
our campuses, and student response to our
work is valuable.

Surinder warned us not to ape so-
cial theories. We should focus on the plu-
rality of spiritualities and take into account
such topics as religion and health, the
manipulation of religious symbolism for
political agendas, and the contexts within
which various religious groups act.

Richard Jackson reminded us that
Sauer’s notion of the cultural is central to
our project. People, place, environment,
and how religion organizes views of the
world in cosmologies are important. We
much of our work., Dick suggest that we
can accomplish much if we, 1) organize
programs to bring together individuals to

study the geography of religion in various
places, 2) look at the diffusion of religions
into areas where they never had had a foothold in the
past, 3) focus on new sites that are religious or quasi-
religious, and study how people define their holy
sites, and finaily, 4) study the secularization of reli-
gion and the ritualization of secular life. All of these
in some way consider the ways in which people
interact with their respective environments.

Lee introduced the notion of timeliness to our
discussion. That is, with ethno-religious hostilities
rising in the world, rapid development, and the trans-
formation of the U.S. from a society dominated by
Judeo-Christian adherents to one that is becoming a
plurality of religious practices, Lee indicates that we,
as geographers of religion, have much to offer in the
way of scholarship and solutions to the tensions that
arise during transformative periods.

Carol brought issues of gender to the discus-
sion. As of yet, this dimension of religiosity, as it
relates to human constructions of resource use, envi-
ronmental interaction, and the social placement of

thatconstitute our discipline in order to furtherjustify
the incorporation of the geography of religion in our
curriculums and that of public schools. Bob empha-
sized our need to create a statement that defines our
area of study.

Gisbert discussed the problems of miscon-
ception concerning our subject among our colleagues
in public schools and at universities. He has already
addressed this by authoring and editing a special
volume of articles on the geography of religion for
public school teachers in Germany.

Alan Gleason encapsulated the final note to
our discussion with his cogent remarks on methodol-
ogy. Since geography is not easily distinguished by
subject, or even particular theoretical frameworks,
then it is not surprising that our work is not distin-
guished by these things either. It is our body of results
that marks us, and the question is, do we want it to
stay that way?
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'93 AAR/AAA MEETINGS

Just before the thanksgiving holiday | aitended the Academy of
American Religion and the American Assoclation of Anthropolo-
gists mestings in Washington, D. C. The meetings overlapped
temporally and spatially; they were only a stone’s throw from
each other! | am listing here just a few of the papers offered last
month that | know GORABS members would have enjoyed. Let
us know if you attend other meetings with offerings of interest.
We are always looking for information to propitiate GORABS
members.

Atthe AAA meeting they had such inviting sessions
as “Knowing the Earth: Native American Sacred
Landscapes,” which included the following: Whatis

Sacred About Sacred Geography? by Deward E.

GORABS FOCUS ON:

Rana P. B. Singh

Rana is Reader of Geography (assc prof.} in the
Department of Geography at Banaras Hindu Uni-
versity in Varanasi, India. He can be reached at:
No. B29/12ALanka, Varanasi, UP, 221005, India.

and 1983-present. In addition, Rana has served as
Japan Foundation Fellow in Geography at Okayama
University, and Visiting Professor of Geography at
Virginia Polytechnic I&SU and Karlstad, Sweden.
This past summer he lectured on “Geography of
Religions and Pilgrimages in India” at various
universities in Europe (Sweden, Denmark, Ger-
many, Holland, Switzerland). Rana has published
a voluminous amount of material on sacred geog-
raphy in India. You can write to him and ask for
more information. Given limitations of space, the
following is only an example of the kind of work
Rana is doing: “The Image of Varanasi: Sacrality
and Perceptual World in Hindu Codification,” Na-
tional Geographical Journal of India, March 1988
34:1:1-32. Recently he edited the three volume
collection titied, Festschrift to Arne Naess: Envi-

ronmental Ethics and Power of Pjace, National
Geographical Society of India, publication #40,

1993. Included are papers such as; “Sacred Space
Reconsidered” by O.F.G. Sitwell, “Nature in Hindu
Mythology, Art and Architecture” by Amita Sinha,
and “Muso Kokushi and the Cave in Zuisen Temple”
by Norris B. Johnson.

“IBHU in 1974 5nd fas tatight there from 1977-80, |

Walker (U. of Colo/Boulder); Tacs Sacred Geogra-
phy and Religious Practice by Sally T. Greiser (His-
torical Research Assoc.) and Richard Deertrack (Taos
Pueblo); Multiple Land Use Conflicts and Blackfoot
Sacred Sites by Brian Ok Reeves (U. Calgary) and
Curly Bear Wagner (Blackfoot Tribe); and Preserv-
M t i
I;_iEgp_ugg_@Lw@gg by David Carmichael (U

Texas-El Paso) toname afew. Some interesting titles

in other sessions included; Nature and Society in
Naxi Cosmology by Charles McKhann (Whtiman
C); Shaping Space. Shaping Possibilities: Urban
Gardens in Japan by Thomas Hardy (Tamagawa U);

and Imagined Homeplaces: Village Fetes and the
Invention of Community by Elizabeth Evans (UNew
Hampshire). AAR members met with the Society of

- Biblical Literature, and between the two programs,

there was aneven greater feast of sessions and papers.
For example, the Religion and Ecology Group of-

fered For the Love of Nature: From Stewardship to

_Eﬂkﬂ&m by Rlchard L. Fern (Yale) and___I_nm__tj]g= I

__almmqﬂgmj_ by Sharon Betcher (Drew U)

- The] apanese Rehgxons Group sponsored C&n_t_g&

;gy_'by Mary E. Tucker(Bucknell U), and ,[ggan s
e ics?

by Thomas Kasulis (Ohio S.U.). Other papers in-
cluded; Moabite Toponymy by Burton MacDonald
(St. Francis Xavier U); Empirical and Normative
Reflections on Deep Ecology’s Appropriation of
Native American Spiritualities by Bron Taylor (U
Wxsconsm Oshkosh), itua
I War ’s ¢ i !

by Stephen Prothero (Georgla 5.U.); Religious and
Moral Visi f 4 ‘ent Forest' Conflict i
ngsmby Samuel Porter (EmoryU ) la.am_AmhL

by John Renard (St Louls U); and ﬁnally. one of our
members, Thomas Tweed (Dept. of Religious Stud-
ies, Uof North Carolma-Chapel Hlﬂ) gavean excel-
lent paper entltled Djaspora 1ba)
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Review Corner

Continued from Page 1

from around the world. According to the colorful
brochure; It provides annotated images of people,
- religious figures, rituals, symbols, art, material arti-
facts, and religious architecture, From the Paleolithic
tothe present, from Christianity in Papua New Guinea
and Confucianism in California to Giotto and
Borcbudur, from Carnival in Brazil to coiling Pueblo
pots in Colorado, the IB offers images of religion in
everyday life.

Many of the slides are professional reproduc-
tions from the private collections of such noted
scholars as Victor and Edith Turner, Diana Eck,
Karen M. Brown, and Marija Gimbutas. Others are
reproduced from public collections like the
Smithsonian or Harvard's Peabody Museum. I re-
viewed more than three fourths of the collection and
was impressed with the quality and the slide selec-
tion, givenspace limitations and material availability.

The IB is easy to access and use. All slides are
indexed and identified on computer disks, which can
be purchased for a nominal fee, Here, the user will

find slides are orgamzed into threc ma_;or mdm B

Traditions Index, a Geographical Index, and a Theme
Index. Within the three indices are sub-indices such
as; Traditions--Buddhism, Local Traditional Reli-
gions, Syncretic Traditions etc.; or, Theme---Arti-
fact, Gender, Nature, Place, and Symbol etc. Within
each of these sub-indices are recommended slide
sequences that range from several slides to almost
400. Each slide or slide sequence can be accessed
from any of the indices.

In addition, most of the slides have annota-
tions written by the scholar. For those slides with
annotations, an invaluable resource is at the finger-
tips of those who teach courses that incorporate the
religious dimension of human life. But, a small
proportion of the slides are not annotated, and I
believe that this is the IB’s major weakness. For
example, a sequence of slides on Carnival in Trinidad

includes an example of a Hindu family’s private

shrine. Users must refer to the author’s book on
Caribbean Festivals for clarification in using this
sequence. Since the individual slide of the shrine is
not explained in this context (Carnival), a potential
user might be given to believe that the shrine or the
family that owns it, has some role to play in the

celebration. More-
over, the series is
marked as syncretic
religion, thereby em-
phasizing the above-
mentioned interpreta-
tion. Iam well aware
of the literature on the
creolization of Hinduism in the Caribbean, or con-
versely, the impact of Hinduism on non-Indian West
Indians (it-is nearly non-existent). Also, I happen to
know the family that owns the shrine in the photo, and
I am disturbed by the notion that individuals who do
not know the region well (and after all, they are the
likely consumers of this resource) will misrepresent
the Trinidad Hindu experience in their classes. [ still
haven’t learned why that particular shrine appears in
a Carnival sequence. The family who own’s it would
be appalled to find out their shrine appears in a series
about an event they find “unreligious” (the best

indigenous Hawaitan

euphermsm that I can use to represcnt thelr perspec- .

placc, it certamly has. But thzs xmage doesn tdothe
topic justice. My criticism here applies to only one
slide in 5,500, and from that set that is not annotated.
It is not meant to indict, but merely to instruct
regarding one of the pitfalls in such programs. The
Carps., however, did an outstanding job of develop-
ing the Image Bank, given the difficuities of working
with so many people over such long distances.

As to the potential use of the IB by geogra-
phers; I recommend it highly. Since we are veteran
travellers and shutterbugs, some geographers might
think that IB can’t offer them much. Don’t believe it!
I was able to supplement my collections with some
very good images, and I also found great shots of
some places that I might never get to (such as Papua
New Guinea or Easter Island -- I keep thinking that if
Tjustblink my eyes, tap my heels and turn around, that-
I can go anywhere I please; but nothing is ever for
sure!). Inmy introductory thematic course next spring,
I plan to use IB slides to illustrate human-environ-
ment interactions in places I haven’t been to yet. You
can buy one or all slides in a series. If you are
interested in the IB, write to Harvard and ask for the
computer index. You'll be amazed.

»
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

FROM THE EDITOR,; the following citations came
across my desk this past month: Hot off the press,

Susan Hardwick’s book, Russian Refuge: Religion,

Migration, and Settiement on the North American
Pacific Rim, is published by Chicago: University of

Chicago Press. In addition, her paper “Origin and
Diffusion of Baptists and Penecostals in Russia and
Ukraine” appears in The Pennsylvania Geographer,
Spring/Summer 1993 31:1:3-13. C.V. Prorok just
had her paper, “Creating the Sacred from the Ordi-
nary,” published in scholars (produced by the State
System of Higher Education in Pennslyvania) Spring
1993 4:1:4-11. Also, C.V. Prorok and Mohammad
Hemmasi (University of North Dakota, Grand Forks)
will have their paper, “East Indian Muslims and Their
Mosques in Trinidad: A Geography of Religious
Structures and Ethnic Identity,” published in the next
issue of Caribbean Geography, 4:1:?. Also by Rich-
ard Carp, “Creating an Image Bank for Teaching
. _or d Reh

.......

1992, 10: 79—107

UNIVERSITE BLAISE PASCAL: Our colleague
Daniel Dory recently edited a volume of Social

t a-
tio eview of
ology of Religion pub-

lished by SAGE. Itis
volume 40:2, June
1993. In both French
and English, it is titled
“The Geography of
Religions-Modern and
Historical Perspec-
tives” and you will find
the following papers: “Introduction” by D. Dory;
“L’Ancien Testament a-t-il contribue a la
territorialisation de la Suisse?” by JL. Piveteau; “So-
ciological Implications of the Distinction Between
“Locality” and “Extended Territory” with Particular
Reference to the Old Testament” by S. Grosby;
“L’Eglise orthodoxe et 1a diaspora hellenique” by M.
Bruneau; “Gentrification as Secularization: The Sta-

K
Taoist

_Chauﬁ_ngins_ ang Reifying Sgue:

tus of Religious Belief in the Post-Industrial City” by
D. Ley and RB. Martin; “Dana: Du concept religieux
a ses manifestations pratiques en milieu bouddhique
birman” by G. Lubeigt; “Peut-on chiffrer et localiser
les religions en Chine?” by R. Breton; “Canadian
Mormons in their North American Context: A Por-
trait” by DR. Louder; “Introduction bibliographique
a la geographie des religions” by D. Dory; “Some
Reflections on the Question of Islam and Social
Sciences in the Contemporary Muslim World” by M.
Abaza; “Hypotheses sur I’Evolution de 1'Islam
transplante” en Europe” by C. Saint-Blancat.

CAYCE,S.C.: Elizabeth Whitaker, anew memberof
GORABS, writes to inform us of her plan to pursue
an MLS at the University of South Carolina, Her
study interests include “The Roman Catholic Church
in the Southeastern U.S. since ca. 19407, “Roman
Cathol:c contemplative communities of women”

““Faciors influencing growth and change in Roman

Catholic communities of women since ca. 1965”;
“pre-Christian cultural and religious factors influ-

“encing medieval European communities of women

under vows, especially those of 9-10th century Ger-
many.” She would be happy to correspond with

anyone who has similar interests, or if soméone has
any leads that she might follow, please let her know.
Elizabeth can be reached at 111 Knox Abbott Dr.,
104, Cayce, SC 29033. '
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GORABS BYLAWS

Articles from the bylaws will bé highlighted
until the entire set of articles are published.

Article III: Membership and Fees

The GORABS membership is open to all AAG
members in good standing, subject to the rules of the
AAG regarding membership in a specialty group.
Membership in GORABS is on an annual basis
concurrent with AAG membership. GORABS mem-
bership dues (regular $5, student $1 as of 1993) are
incorporated into the AAG annual dues when paid
according to the AAG deadlines. Membership fees
are waived for persons from the developing coun-
tries. Membership includes full subscription price
for the GORABS Newsletter.
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